
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

LUXINNOVATION AND LIST SIGN MOU TO DEVELOP THE 
SUSTAINABLE COMPOSITE MATERIALS CENTRE 
 
Esch-sur-Alzette, 5 April 2023 – On 4 April, Luxinnovation and the Luxembourg Institute of Science and 
Technology (LIST) signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) regarding the development of the recently 
inaugurated Sustainable Composite Materials and Manufacturing Innovation Centre (SCMM). This cooperation 
agreement aims to strengthen business development activities, build community engagement, foster 
interactions between several stakeholders and improve knowledge-sharing.  
 

The Sustainable Composite Materials and Manufacturing Innovation Centre was officially launched by LIST in 
December 2022 with support from the Ministry of the Economy, the Ministry of Higher Education and Research, 
and several industry players, who co-financed the initiative with a budget of over €16 million. 
 
On 4 April 2023, Luxinnovation CEO Sasha Baillie and LIST CEO Thomas Kallstenius signed a memorandum of 
understanding on behalf of their respective organisations to enhance the centre’s operations by implementing a 
well-thought-out, multi-layered approach to stakeholder engagement in order to accelerate the development 
and usage of sustainable composite materials by industries. 
 
The innovation centre’s aim is to develop sustainable and ultra-lightweight composite materials suitable for a 
variety of mobility applications in the rail, space, aeronautics, and future urban air mobility sectors in order to 
combat the effects of climate change and achieve the net zero emission targets by 2050. The centre particularly 
targets the local transport sector currently accounting for the majority of greenhouse gas emissions in 
Luxembourg.  
 
This MoU agreement specifically lays out the commitments of both institutions to advance the Sustainable 
Composite Materials and Manufacturing centre’s three core pillars including business development outreach, 
community and partnership management, and knowledge management.  
 
Within the scope of the MoU agreement, LIST will lead the partnership development activities, and oversee the 
centre’s research programme, infrastructure management and operations. 
 
Luxinnovation will support the development of the Centre through several outreach activities such as awareness 
raising and promotion, market intelligence, and support to R&D and innovation project submissions to existing 
funding schemes. Luxinnovation will also facilitate interactions between the centre, industry players and the 
Ministry of the Economy, support the organisation of bi-annual partnership days, and share in-house expertise 
and insights from the manufacturing ecosystem mapping.  
 
“We are pleased to collaborate with LIST to drive the development of the Innovative Centre and to foster 
synergies among the various stakeholders who stand to benefit from its establishment. The SCMM not only gives 
Luxembourg companies tremendous opportunities to carry out innovative projects in the field of sustainable 
composite materials but also helps us to attract innovative international companies to develop new technologies 
in Luxembourg,” says Sasha Baillie, CEO of Luxinnovation. 
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“Our Innovation Centre for sustainable composite materials and manufacturing proposes an efficient and open 
approach allowing the rapid transition of research results to the real economy by bringing together, in an 
ambitious innovation programme, LIST researchers with end-users (OEMs), and national and international 
stakeholders. We are committed to making a difference in addressing the climate change challenge, and the 
Centre will be a key instrument in this endeavour bringing innovative sustainable materials and solutions to our 
industrial partners. Luxinnovation is an excellent partner for us to expand our reach and have a significant 
impact. Together with our business partners, they will accelerate the promotion of the centre’s activities towards 
original equipment manufacturers but also national and international players in the composite materials sector”, 
says Thomas Kallstenius, CEO of LIST. 
 
Major automotive, aerospace, aeronautics and rail transport manufacturers in Europe including Toyota, Airbus, 
Thales Alenia Space, and Alstom are already involved in the effort and will contribute their ideas on the 
technological requirements for future mobility. These building blocks will inspire the development of 
demonstrators – for instance, bodywork, structural vehicle components, battery boxes, or hydrogen tanks – with 
the input of composite material producers and other SCMM members.  
 
Press release by the Luxembourg Institute of Science and Technology, Luxinnovation and the Ministry of the 
Economy 
 
Photo legend (from left to right): Caroline Muller, Cluster Manager – Materials & Manufacturing, Luxinnovation; 
Thomas Kallstenius, CEO, Luxembourg Institute of Science and Technology; Sasha Baillie, CEO, Luxinnovation; 
Thierry Girot, Technology Line Manager, Luxembourg Institute of Science and Technology.  
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SCMM contact: Thierry Girot | Technology Line Manager | thierry.girot@list.lu | T +352 27 58 88-5370  
Press contact: Marco Eischen | Director Marketing & Communication | marco.eischen@luxinnovation.lu | T +352 43 62 63-665 
 
Luxinnovation, the national innovation agency, empowers companies to innovate today to be ready for tomorrow and contributes to the 
development of the economy as a whole by identifying innovation opportunities and fostering collaborative innovation projects that stimulate 
the development of a sustainable, competitive, and digital economy. 
Set up as an Economic Interest Group, Luxinnovation is supported by the Ministry of the Economy, the Ministry for Higher Education and 
Research, the Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce, the Luxembourg Chamber of Skilled Crafts and FEDIL – The Voice of Luxembourg’s Industry– 
The Voice of Luxembourg’s Industry. www.luxinnovation.lu 
 
The Luxembourg Institute of Science and Technology (LIST) is a mission-driven Research and Technology Organization (RTO) that develops 
competitive and market-oriented product/service prototypes for public and private stakeholders. With its 680 employees, 75% of whom are 
researchers or innovation experts from all around the world, LIST is active in the fields of informatics, materials, environment and space 
resources and works across the entire innovation chain: fundamental/applied research, incubation and transfer of technologies. By 
transforming scientific knowledge into technologies, smart data and tools, LIST empowers citizens in their choices, public authorities in their 
decisions and businesses in their strategies. www.list.lu  
 
 

 

 

  

mailto:marco.eischen@luxinnovation.lu
http://www.luxinnovation.lu/
http://www.list.lu/

