Message of the Prime Minister

on the occasion of the Prague Summit of the North-Atlantic Alliance,

November 2002

When we met in Washington in April 1999 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Atlantic Alliance, we did not yet know to what extent the year 2002 would constitute a new stage, if not a divide in the life of our Alliance.

This is true in the first place because this year follows the one of the terrible attacks of September 11 in the United States, which led the Alliance to adapt to new threats and in particular to the fight against terrorism on the basis of its strategic concept. Secondly, birth was given to the NATO-Russia Council in Rome in May 2002, a forum within which NATO member states and the Russian Federation work as equal partners in areas of common interest. Finally, the Alliance is about to accept new member states in Prague, a confirmation of the so-called open-door policy, and to strengthen the partnership with those states whose membership is not yet on the agenda so far as to grant them a significant tool of rapprochement adapted to their specific needs.

All of these stabilizing factors make the European continent more serene and secure. We are the architects, the notaries as well as the actors and the beneficiaries of the fruits and results of a reconciled Europe that has grown together. Thus, at a time where the reading of the world has become more difficult, where new threats call for resolute reactions, we still have succeeded in offering bright perspectives to future generations: the threat of an armed conflict is about to wane from our continent and our children may contemplate with confidence a Europe that will never again experience war.

A modern and enlarged NATO, based on a strong transatlantic relationship, a nascent European defence, the integration of Russia, an enhanced partnership with Ukraine and a renewed partnership for peace is from now on a reality that would have been considered as utopian not so long ago.
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