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Competitiveness Observatory 
 

• Created in 2003 on a decision of social partners; 

• Collect, analyze and compare data; 

• Conduct or contract studies and research; 

• Contribute to the deliberations and analyses of international 

institutions such as the European Council and the OECD; 

• Input to a constructive debate between the social partners. 
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International benchmarks 

 

Organisation 

 

 

Luxembourg’s 
rank 

Number of 
countries 
analyzed 

World Economic Forum  
Global Competitiveness Report 2010/2011 

23. (-3) 142 

International Institute for 
Management Developement 

(IMD)  
World Competitiveness Yearbook 12 

12. (-1) 59 

Heritage Foundation  
Index of economic freedom 12 

13. (+1) 184 

European Commission 
Summary innovation index 11 

9. (+2) 27 

World Bank 
Ease of doing business index 2012 

50. (-6) 183 
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  The analysis of the Competitiveness 

Observatory 

 

 The definition of competitiveness 

  

« Competitiveness is the capacity of a nation to durably 

improve the standard of living of its inhabitants and 

to procure for them high levels of employment and 

social cohesion while preserving the environment. ».  
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The Competitiveness scoreboard 
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1. Luxembourg compared  to EU averages. 

 

 

 Evolution of LU performances in time:    ↓ ↑ → 
 

 

2. The calculation of a composite indicator on the 
basis of the 80 indicators of the scoreboard 

 

 
 

 Methods to analyse 80 indicators  
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Macroeconomic Performances 
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Employment 
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  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Allemagne 13 9 10 8 10 5 6 

Autriche 9 8 7 7 7 7 5 

Belgique 17 16 15 15 17 18 18 

Bulgarie 20 22 20 14 19 19 15 

Chypre 21 18 18 11 11 20 22 

Danemark 2 2 2 3 2 2 3 

Espagne 18 20 17 19 20 23 23 

Estonie 7 5 8 10 13 11 7 

Finlande 3 4 4 4 5 4 4 

France 15 15 13 13 12 13 11 

Grèce 25 23 24 24 23 27 27 

Hongrie 23 21 27 26 26 26 24 

Irlande 14 13 12 18 15 15 17 

Italie 22 24 21 21 18 16 21 

Lettonie 12 17 16 23 24 14 14 

Lituanie 10 11 11 22 27 22 20 

Luxembourg 8 10 9 9 8 10 12 

Malte 24 26 25 25 25 25 25 

Pays-Bas 5 3 3 2 3 3 2 

Pologne 27 25 23 20 14 17 13 

Portugal 26 27 26 27 22 24 26 

Roumanie 19 14 22 16 16 21 19 

Royaume-Uni 6 7 6 5 4 9 10 

République slovaque 16 19 19 17 21 12 16 

République tchèque 11 12 14 12 6 8 9 

Slovénie 4 6 5 6 9 6 8 

Suède 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Ranking of the Competitiveness Composite indicator 2005-20011 
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1 2 3 4 Luxembourg 

Macroeconomic performances Luxembourg Estonia Sweden Poland 1 

Employment  Sweden Netherlands Germany Denmark 10 

Productivity and labour costs Ireland Estonia Netherlands Finland 26 

Market operations Romania United Kingdom Estonia Bulgaria 14 

Institutional and Regulatory 
Frameworks Ireland Luxembourg United Kingdom Netherlands 2 

Entrepreneurship Greece Bulgaria Romania Poland 23 

Education and Training Denmark Finland Sweden 
Czech 

Republic 14 

Knowledge Economy Finland Denmark Sweden Germany 6 

Social Cohesion Slovenia Sweden Hungary 
Slovak 

Republic 15 

Environment 
Czech 

republic Sweden Romania Italy 27 

Ranking of composite indicator  at category level in 2011 
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France Belgium Germany Netherlands Luxembourg 

Macroeconomic performances 17 20 9 5 1 

Employement  13 12 3 2 10 

Productivity and labour costs 11 13 9 3 26 

Market operations 10 15 23 7 14 

Institutional and Regulatory 
Frameworks 21 24 11 4 2 

Entrepreneurship 5 26 21 10 23 

Education and Training 20 17 13 8 14 

Knowledge Economy 10 7 4 5 6 

Social Cohesion 8 5 13 7 15 

Environment 18 22 15 2 27 

Ranking of composite indicator at category level neighbouring countries  
 (in 2011) 
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Results of Studies by Research Unit of 
STATEC on Competitiveness Issues 

 

- Productivity 

- Innovation 

- Entrepreneurship 

- Information and Communication 
Technologies 
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http://www.odc.public.lu/ 


